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INTRODUCTION
POLITICAL STATEMENT OF THE WEATHER UNDERGROUND

1 May 1974

Sisters and brothers,

Here is Prairie Fire, our political ideology —a strategy for anti-
imperialism and revolution inside the imperial US, It comes out of our
own practice of the last five years and reflects a diversity of
experiences. This paper is not the product of one or two people, nor
even a small handful of us. Rather Prairie Fire represents the politics
and collective efforts of an organization. It has been the focus of our
study groups and our political education. It has been chewed on and
shaped in countless conversations, struggles and written pages. It
has travelled around the country, growing, developing thru the
attempt to understand the shape of world forces and the
revolutionary possibilities before us. The paper was rewritten four
times and collectively adopted as the political statement of the
Weather Underground. The twelve-month process of writing Prairie
Fire, squeezed between on-going work and practice and action, has
now reached a kind of end-point, A cycle is done.

We undertook this analysis to explain the changes in US and world
conditions since the Vietnam ceasefire and to evaluate the
consequences of the Vietnamese victory. We have come some
distance in evaluating the political situation, the priorities for
revolutionary work since we began this writing. Now many more
revolutionaries will need to shape and change the paper. The politics
cannot be realized unless and until the content of the program is
activated in thousands of situations, among thousands of people in
the coming period, Prairie Fire will be a growing thing.



We hope the paper opens a dialectic among those in the mass and
clandestine movements: we hope people will take Prairie Fire as
seriously as we do, study the content and write and publish their
views of the paper as well as their analysis of their own practice. We
will respond as best we can.

Our movement urgently needs a concrete analysis of the particular
conditions of our time and place, We need strategy. We need to
battle for a correct ideology and win people over. In this way we
create the conditions for the development of a successful
revolutionary movement and party. We need a revolutionary
communist party in order to lead the struggle, give coherence and
direction to the fight, seize power and build the new society. Getting
from here to there is a process of coming together in a disciplined
way around ideology and strategy, developing an analysis of our real
conditions, mobilizing a base among the US people, building
principled relationships to Third World struggle, and accumulating
practice in struggle against US imperialism.

Prairie Fire is written to communist-minded people, independent
organizers and anti-imperialists; those who carry the traditions and
lessons of the struggles of the last decade, those who join in the
struggles of today. Prairie Fire is written to all sisters and brothers
who are engaged in armed struggle against the enemy. It is written
to prisoners, women’s groups, collectives, study groups, workers’
organizing committees, communes, G.I. organizers, consciousness-
raising groups, veterans, community groups and revolutionaries of all
kinds; to all who will read, criticize and bring its content to life in
practice. It is written as an argument against those who oppose
action and hold back the struggle.

Prairie Fire is based on a belief that the duty of a revolutionary is to
make the revolution. This is not an abstraction. It means that revolu
tionaries must make a profound commitment to the future of
humanity, apply our limited knowledge and experience to understand
an ever-changing situation, organize the masses of people and build
the fight. It means that struggle and risk and hard work and adversity



will become a way of life, that the only certainty will be constant
change, that the only possibilities are victory or death.

We have only begun. At this time, the unity and consolidation of anti-
imperialist forces around a revolutionary program is an urgent and
pressing strategic necessity. Prairie Fire is offered as a contribution
to this unity of action and purpose. Now it is in your hands.

for the Weather Underground

Bernardine Dohrn,

Billy Ayers,

Jeff Jones,

Celia Sojourn.
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I. ARM THE SPIRIT



 

THE SPIRIT

The unique and fundamental condition of this time is the decline of
US imperialism. Our society is in social and economic crisis and
assumptions about the US are turned on their heads. These are hard
conditions to live through. But they are favorable for the people and
for revolution.

These conditions of constant change demand the weapon of theory.
Like people everywhere, we are analyzing how to bring to life the
potential forces which can destroy U.S. imperialism.

We are a guerrilla organization. We are communist women and men,
underground in the United States for more than four years. We are
deeply affected by the historic events of our time in the struggle
against US imperialism.

Our intention is to disrupt the empire ... to incapacitate it, to put
pressure on the cracks, to make it hard to carry out its bloody
functioning against the people of the world, to join the world struggle,
to attack from the inside.

Our intention is to engage the enemy . . . to wear away at him, to
harass him, to isolate him, to expose every weakness, to pounce, to
reveal his vulnerability.



Our intention is to encourage the people ... to provoke leaps in
confidence and consciousness, to stir the imagination, lo popularize
powrer, to agitate, to organize, to join in every way possible the
people’s day-to-day struggles.

Our intention is to forge an underground ... a clandestine political
organization engaged in every form of struggle, protected from the
eyes and weapons of the state, a base against repression, to
accumulate lessons, experience and constant practice, a base from
which to attack.

THE BANNER OF CHE



The only path to the final defeat of imperialism and the building of
socialism is revolutionary war. Revolution is the most powerful
resource of the people. To wait, to not prepare people for the fight, is
to seriously mislead about what kind of fierce struggle lies ahead.

Revolutionary war will be complicated arid protracted. It includes
mass struggle and clandestine struggle, peaceful and violent, political
and economic, cultural and military, where all forms are developed in
harmony with the armed struggle.



Without mass struggle there can be no revolution.

Without armed struggle there can be no victory.

It will not be immediate, for the enemy is entrenched and intractable.
It will require lengthy, deliberate political and armed struggle to build
the organized power of the people and to wear away at the power of
the enemy. Many people have given their lives in this struggle and
many more will have to. Paradoxically, this protracted struggle is the
shortest and least costly road to revolution.

We are at an early stage, going from small to large. The mass armed
capability which will destroy the enemy has its beginnings in armed
action. It matures unevenly, with setbacks and at great cost. It will not
spring full-blown on the scene at the magical moment of insurrection.
We cannot leave the organizing and preparation for armed struggle to
some more perfect fiiture time. It would be suicidal. There is no
predetermined model for revolution —we are always figuring it out.
But for some, armed struggle is always too soon, although it is
underway here and around the world.

We made the choice to become a guerrilla organization at a time
when the Vietnamese were fighting a heroic people's war, defeating
half a million US troops and the most technologically advanced
military power. In our own hemisphere, Che Guevara urged that we
"create two, three, many Vietnams," to destroy US imperialism by
cutting it off in the Third World tentade by tentacle, and opening
another front within the US itself. At home, the struggle and
insurrection of the Black liberation movement heightened our
commitment to fight alongside the determined enemies of the empire.

This defined our international responsibility and our duty as white
revolutionaries inside the oppressor nation. We are part of a wave of
revolution sparked by the Black liberation struggle, by the death of
Che in Bolivia in 1967, and by people’s war in Vietnam. This period
forged our belief in the revolutionary necessity of clandestine
organization and armed struggle.



WHY IS REVOLUTION NECESSARY

Revolution is a fight by the people for power. It is a changing of power
in which existing social and economic relations are turned upside
down. It is a fight for who run things, in particular, for control by the
people of what we communists call the means of production -the
means by which people eat, work, protect themselves from the cold
and the rain, get around. raise children and build.

The imperialists now control the means by which these necessities of
... set produced and distributed. They determine what gets produced,
the cost in human effort, under what conditions, and who gets whats.
This is complete control over people’s lives. It is economic power and
more.

It involves and implicates people in a system over which they have
little control; a system which includes unprecedented slaughter and
continuous wars, genocide, the violent suppression of Black, Puerto
Rico, Chicano, and Indian people, the subjugation of women, daily
control and extraction of maximum profit from the people’s work, the
development fantastic arsenal of weapons (including nuclear arms) in
the control of imperialists. It intimately affects day-to-day behavior —
thoughts, values, tial and hopes.

Only the pressure of the struggle of the mass of people humanizes
the system at all.

It is an illusion that imperialism will decay peacefully. Imperialism -
meant constant war. Imperialists defend their control of the means of
life .id terrible force. There is no reason to believe they will become
humane or relinquish power. As matters deteriorate for imperialism,
there is every -T ^on to believe they will tighten control, pass their
contradictions on to people, and struggle for every last bit of power.
To not prepare the people for this struggle is to disarm them
ideologically and physically and to perpetrate a cruel hoax.

IN THE EARLY STAGES



Armed struggle has come into being in the United States. It is an
indication of growth that our movement has developed clandestine
organizations and that we are learning how to fight.

The development of guerrilla organization and armed activity against
the state is most advanced in the Black community. where the
tradition and necessity for resistance is highest. The crises of the
society provide the training grounds; for Third World people the
conditions of prison, the army, the streets and most oppressive jobs
produce warriors, political theorists, and active strategists.

The Black Liberation Army —fighting for three years under ruthless
attack by the state— the fighters in prisons, and recently the
Symbionese Liberation Army are leading forces in the development of
the armed struggle and political consciousness, respected by
ourselves and other revolutionaries.

At this early stage in the armed and clandestine struggle, our forms of
combat and confrontation are few and precise. Our organized forces
are small, the enemy’s forces are huge. We live inside the oppressor
nation, particularly suited to urban guerrilla warfare. We are
strategically situated in the nerve centers of the international empire,
where the institutions and symbols of imperial power are
concentrated. The cities will be a major battleground, for the
overwhelming majority of people live in the cities; the cities are our
terrain.

We believe that carrying out armed struggle will affect the people’s
consciousness of the nature of the struggle against the state. By
beginning the armed struggle, the awareness of its necessity will be
furthered. This is no less true in the US than in other countries
throughout the world. Revolutionary action generates revolutionary
consciousness; growing consciousness develops revolutionary
action. Action teaches the lessons of fighting, and demonstrates that
armed struggle is possible.

We are building a foundation. In four years of armed work, we have
come to appreciate the complexity of doing it right and the difficulty of



sustaining it. These are contradictions we are working with:

We live in a whirlwind; nonetheless, time is on the side of the
guerrillas. Fighting the enemy is urgent, and we have a duty to
do all we can. Yet it takes time to win the people’s trust; it takes
time to build an organization capable of surviving the hunt; it
takes time to recover and learn from mistakes, to prepare, train,
study and investigate. This is an observation. It is not offered as
an argument for delay.

There is constant resolution between carrying forward the
struggle and the necessity of preserving valuable cadre and
supporters. Sometimes this hr not a matter of choice —the
guerrillas are forced, because of the torture and nmrder
committed by the repressive apparatus, to escalate and move
beyond what can be immediately sustained.

Armed struggle brings the resistance to a sharper and deeper
level of development. The greater the resistance, the greater will
be the force and scope of the stale repression brought to bear
upon the people. When resistance is at a high level, the enemy
takes measures against the people. But treading lightly will not
assuage the rulers. Violent repression is built into the status quo.
Guerrilla strategy has to resolve the contradiction between the
necessary progress of the struggle and what the people can
sustain at any given time.

Armed actions push forward people’s consciousness and
commitment: they are a great teacher and example. Yet they
must be clearly understandable to the people, identify our enemy
precisely, and overcome his massive lies and propaganda.

Attacks by the Weather Underground have been focused and
specific. These actions were a catalyst for thousands of politically-
directed armed actions between 1970 and 1972, almost all of which
complemented mass struggles.

These bombings were carried out by the Weather Underground:



To retaliate for the most savage criminal attacks against Black
and Third World people, especially by the police apparatus:

Haymarket police statue, Chicago, October 1969 and October
1970;

Chicago police cars, following the murder of Fred Hampton and
Mark Clark, December 1969;

New York City Police Headquarters, June 1970;

Marin County Courthouse, following the murder of Jonathan
Jackson, William Christmas and James McClain, August 1970:

Long Island City Courthouse, in Queens, in solidarity with prison
revolts taking place in New York City, October 1970;

Department of Corrections in San Francisco and Office of
California Prisons in Sacramento, for the murder of George
Jackson in San Quentin, August 1971;

Department of Corrections in Albany, N.Y., for the murder and
assault against the prisoners of Attica, September 1971;

103rd Precinct of the New York City police, for the murder of 10-
year-old Clifford Clover, May 1973.

To disrupt and agitate against US aggression and terror against
Vietnam and the Third World:

Harvard War Research Center for International Affairs, Proud
Eagle Tribe (women’s brigade), October 1970;

US Capitol, after the invasion of Laos, March 1971;

MIT research center, William Bundy’s office, Proud Eagle Tribe
(women’s brigade). October 1971;



The Pentagon, after the bombing of Hanoi and mining of the
harbors of North Vietnam, May 1972;

Draft and recruiting centers;

ROTC buildings;

ITT L at in America Headquarters, following the fascist counter-
revolution in Chile, September 1973.

To expose and focus attention against the power and institutions
which most cruelly oppress, exploit and delude the people:

National Guard Headquarters, Washington, D.C., after the
murders at Jackson State and Kent State, May 1970;

Presidio Army Base and MP Station, San Francisco, July 26,
1970;

Federal Offices of HEW (Health, Education and Welfare),
(women’s brigade), San Francisco, March 1974;

Liberation of Timothy Leary from California Men’s Colony, San
Luis Obispo, September 1970.

Mass struggle and movements are not mere spectators in
revolutionary war; armed struggle cannot become a spectacle. It is
the responsibility of mass leaders and organizations to encourage
and support revolutionary armed struggle, in open as well as quiet
ways. Actions are more powerful when they are explained and
defended. The political thrust of each armed intervention can be
publicly championed and built on. Parallel mass support will further
both the mass and military struggle.

There are many faces to militant resistance and fighting, a continuum
between guerrilla and mass work. An examination of recent history
points to: acts of resistance . . . draft card burnings, sabotage in the
military, on the job, in government, and attacks on the police; mass
demonstrations, marches on the Pentagon, Stop the Draft Week,



African Liberation Day rallies, International Women’s Day marches,
Chicano Moratorium marches; demands for control and power
through seizures of institutions . . . community control of hospitals and
schools, occupations of land such as Wounded Knee, or symbols
such as the Statue of Liberty, People’s Park, prison rebellions and
takeovers: clandestine propaganda, spray painting, pouring blood on
draft files, the Media, the FBI rip off; popular rebellion, Watts, Detroit,
Chicago, Cleveland, Newark; outrage expressed violently and
collectively . . . Jackson/Kent/Cambodia, bank burning at Isle Vista,
TDAss, Days of Rage.

There are connecting lines between these different forms of fighting.
All are forms of resistance by the people, and forms of attack against
the state. Militancy and armed struggle are consistent threads in
revolutionary movements -they cannot be wished or forced away.
They will continue to be practiced as long as imperialism exists.
Together they constitute the fullness of revolutionary war.

The greater part of the revolution remains before us. We need to
evaluate our strengths and weaknesses to go on from here. Our
present strategy is rooted in our interpretation of the struggles of the
last fourteen years.

THE SIXTIES

Denunciations of the struggles of the sixties as a failure do the
enemy's work. These surrenders are a live burial of our people's
great moments, and weaken the future by poisoning the lessons of
the past. The

movement produced some of the highest expressions of international
solidarity and commitment in an oppressor nation. Weaknesses there
were plenty. We cannot evade them, ignore them nor be reluctant to
learn from them. But the lessons won’t be drawn apart from the
context —where we were coming from and how far we still have to go
to revolutionize ourselves and society.



ACHIEVEMENTS

The struggles of the 60's changed everything, and we strongly affirm
the general thrust and direction of the politics and movements of the
last decade. The achievements only represent beginnings, but they
are not small:

Desanctification of the empire. The lesson that the US imperial
system is not permanently superior, not invincible even at the height
of its power, not loved by the people of the world, and not satisfying
the needs of the great majority of the US people —this is of
incalculable importance to the awakening of consciousness. In this
year of cynicism about the US rulers it is hard to remember the power
of the myths of US invincibility and democracy which governed our
people at the beginning of the 60’s. Although US global aims had
already been rocked by the success of the Chinese Revolution in
1949, the struggles for African independence through the 1950's and
the failure to win in Korea, the implications of all this were not known
by the US people. The forces unleashed at Little Rock and
Montgomery and the triumph of the Cuban Revolution were already
burrowing away at the edifice of US superiority, yet we were still
asleep.

People now see that imperialism is warlike, with an economy based
on the arms race, defense spending and a need to support expansion
with the bloodiest interventions in history. People understand
corporate greed: the criminal policies of ITT, United Fruit, Standard
Oil, Gulf Oil, Dow Chemical, Chase Manhattan, Safeway, and
Honeywell, People can now see the hypocrisy of US freedom, justice
and democracy —high sounding words masking the fact of US
exploitation, aggression and counter-revolution.

Material contribution to Vietnamese victory. The anti-war movement
made a significant contribution toward Forcing the US government to
withdraw troops from Vietnam, As pari of the worldwide united front
against imperialism our movement helped prevent the use of nuclear
weapons against Vietnam, a major assault on the dike system, or an



invasion of the North. The ruling class is not restrained by scruples —
only by their estimation of the political consequences of their actions.
The imperial army became an unreliable tool of domination. There
were serious interruptions in the functioning of the draft. In addition,
part of the anti-war movement saw through the blinders of national
chauvinism and brought a glimpse to the US people of the
righteousness and humanity of the so-called "enemy."

Opposition to racism. The spirit of resistance inside the US was
rekindled by Black people. The power and strategy of the civil rights
movement, SNCC, Malcolm X, and the Black Panther Party affected
all other rebellion. They created a form of struggle ^called direct
action; awoke a common identity, history and dignity for Black people
as a colonized and oppressed people within the US; drew out and
revealed the enemy through a series of just and undeniable demands
such as the vote, equal education, the right to self-defense, and an
end to Jim Crow. The police, the troops, the sheriff's, the mass
arrests and assassinations were the official response. The Black
movement was pushed forward into a revolutionary movement for
political power, open rebellion and confrontation with the racism of
white people and the racism of institutions.

Growth of insurgent cultures. Young women and men fighting to be
human beings m the midst of disgusting and crushing social forms
found ourselves in opposition to empire. Since World War II
imperialism sought to tame its youth thru tracked education, the draft,
the oppression of women. These conditions produced a profound
alienation in work, school, family, and an openness to revolutionary
alternative. The youth revolt and the women's movement moved
practically an entire generation on one level or another. This means a
substantial sector was torn away from sexist and competitive culture
and gave birth lo new cultures, fragile but real -cultures in opposition
to the system. The overthrowing of rotten values of male supremacy,
consumerism, passivity, respectability and the rat race, was a
wonderful advance. For women working, for women forced into the
marriage marketplace, trapped in oppressive relationships, raising
children alone, the women's movement brought a new- sense of self-



worth and dignity; it explained the conditions of women’s oppression.
We began to create solidarity among women.

Challenge to inaction. We inherited a deadening ideology of
conformity and gradualism. Our first protests were law-abiding and
peaceful. Bui !he treacherous nature of US power was revealed as
we began to comprehend Hiroshima, napalm, slavery, lynching,
capital punishment, rape, Indian reservations. We came to see that
change is violently opposed every step of the way. We stood up and
defied propriety, the state and the law. in street demonstrations and
outrageous actions. Militant confrontation politics transformed us, we
broke with a powerless past. We saw popular uprisings, armed
revolution, people’s war, and guerrilla combat around the world. We
realized the power of armed self-defense, mass rebellion and
revolutionary violence in the Black movement. As our own protest
elicited teargas, prison and bullets, we recognized the need to fight
and the terrible cost of not doing all we possibly can.

TURNING POINT

The year 1968 was a high point and a turning point. It is not
surprising that the maturing of the movement took place at a time
when the world was in flames. 500,000 US troops were dealt a
staggering blow by the Vietnamese popular forces during Tet. Armed
struggle raged throughout Latin America and the Palestinian
liberation forces emerged in the Mideast. Student movements in
France and throughout the industrialized world were in full revolt,
challenging then- own governments and demonstrating open
solidarity with the people of the world. The Chinese Cultural
Revolution was unleashing a new dimension to class struggle.

The movement emerged with a growing revolutionary consciousness
that it was involved in a battle for power. This grew out of experience.
Black Power had become the slogan for the Black liberation
movement, and its political thrust transformed the civil rights
movement. Black power was applied in persistent struggles for
community control of schools, in rebellions in 60 cities following the



assassination of Martin Luther King, by Black students occupying
universities, sometimes with arms, and in the emergence of the Black
Panther Party.

We also came to recognize that issues which once seemed separate
had a relationship to one another. Imperialism was "discovered" as a
whole, one system. This was a tremendous political breakthrough -it
made sense of the world and our own experience. The same school
which tracked students by sex, race and class into the appropriate
niche, turned out to own slums in the Black community and to
develop anti-personnel weapons and strategies against revolution—
to be in fact a tool of the corporations and the military.

We were up against a ruling class, and it made no sense to ask them
to reform themselves. Our rebellion had led us to revolution —a long
and many-sided struggle for power.

SDS was a leading anti-imperialist organization in this movement.
Historically, students play an advanced and militant role in anti-
imperialist struggle, opposing war and racial injustice. The revolt at
Columbia University was a catalyst which exploded the previous era
of resistance into a popular revolutionary movement of students and
young people. The street battles at the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago several months later led to further occupations
and demonstrations involving hundreds of thousandsof militants. The
demonstrations built on each other; each struggle was unique and
beautiful. The vitality of SDS was rooted in its local experiences and
the application of national programs to different regions and
conditions —applying the lessons of Columbia, films on Cuba,
building alliances with a Black Student Union. The taste of liberation,
the intense struggles, transformed our identifications, our lives.

At this point, some new contradictions appeared.

The slate set into motion a plan to discredit, divide and set back the
movement. The May 1968 J. Edgar Hoover counterinsurgency memo
reveals a national plan to "expose, disrupt, and otherwise neutralize
the activities of the various New Left organizations, their leadership



and adherents." Infiltration and sabotage were carried out by a variety
of police agents, including the FBI, the Nixon-Mitchell team, military
intelligence, and local red squads. As always the attack was focused
on the Black liberation movement and included violent assaults
against Black communities and leaders, particularly the Black
Panther Party.

With enormous growth of membership, militancy and consciousness
after the 1968 demonstrations in Chicago, SDS was faced with
several urgent necessities: to draw broader masses of people into the
struggle, and also to organize our cadre and transform ourselves into
a force which could eventually contend for power. These necessities
coexisted uneasily. What were the roads taken at this juncture?

Our strategy was the Revolutionary Youth Movement (RYM). It was
aimed at extending the movement among young people —to expand
its base and class character, to mobilize those affected by the draft,
the army, unemployment, schools, prisons, into anti-imperialist
struggle. RYM was a transitional strategy to maintain the militant
mass base on the campuses, while we deepened our base among
the working class. Young people’s openness and
consciousness/identification with militant anti-imperialism was a
strategic strength. This movement continued to grow spontaneously,
even after the decline of SDS.

This politics was opposed by an opportunist politics that took the form
of economism. Economism appears in every revolutionary movement
as the reduction of revolution to a struggle for purely economic gains.
Economism has many masks. It was then expressed in a leftish form
of "going to the workers," not by creating revolutionary consciousness
and action but by sacrificing principle in the hope of gaining a place in
the labor movement. This is a corrupt politics, proven bankrupt again
and again. In the US, where many of the people who are exploited by
imperialism also receive benefits from the super-exploitation of the
colonies, economism feeds the idea that people here can be free
while other oppressed people are still under the yoke of US
imperialism.



Our deep political, concern was the historic tendency of the white left
to abandon militant anti-imperialism and anti-racism —principled
support for Third World struggle— in search of easy integration with
the masses. It is difficult to synthesize militant anti-imperialism with a
mass base among oppressor-nation people because of the whole
fabric of relative social/material white-skin privilege. Much of the
movement resolved this contradiction in the direction of opportunism
around race. This was the main error of the period, deeply rooted in
US radical history.

A comparable example was the student power movement. Some
argued that the demand for student’s rights and power would become
revolutionary in and of itself. This is not true. The chauvinism of
"student power" demands by white students ignored the claims of
university workers, the community, and the Third World people who
would be the victims of university-researched weapons and
programs. This demand encouraged narrow concern for a relatively
privileged sector at the expense of the more oppressed. But when the
student revolts actively allied with other movements in the interests of
the most oppressed peoples against the common enemy, they
became a serious threat to the empire. When each movement only
sees its own claims and interests in isolation from other movements,
they play themselves out, one after the other.

Another major factor at this point was the rebellion of women against
sexism in the society and in the left. The left is not immune from the
sexism which pervades US society: the oppressor culture persists
and must be opposed and fought again and again. This requires an
active commitment to anti-sexism. In the late sixties and early
seventies many women left the anti-imperialist movement and built a
separate women’s movement. Sisters inside —and now outside— the
anti-imperialist movement began to force men to deal with their sexist
practice. These were absolutely necessary advances. The struggle's
against sexism did not only mean criticism and change of individual
practice, they also transformed the overall analysis of the left. The
contradiction was that the women’s movement, rejecting sexist and
authoritarian leadership, raised blanket challenges to all forms of
leadership and organization in the movement, good and bad, and



failed at that point to build lasting organizations to carry on the task of
strong determined anti-imperialist struggle.

SDS was torn by these internal and external dynamics. It was
becoming an organization of revolutionaries, anti-imperialist activists.
This was recognized by the state which moved to disrupt it. Major
ideological struggles about the correct path to transforming SDS into
a broader mass organization polarized rapidly, while simultaneously
the urgent necessity to join the struggle against imperialism in a
serious and armed way was heightened by the Vietnam War and the
liberation movement of Black people. Things were in great turmoil
and a continuous process of change.

SELF-CRITICISM

We have to learn from our mistakes. Unsorting errors and correct
understandings, reassessing strengths and weaknesses, are a
revolutionary responsibility. This is because our errors have
consequences for the ability to find the right road, for trust and
confidence in relationship with the people, and also for the state
which learns from our errors and will use them against us. All
movements make mistakes. Those which recover from their mistakes
have been able to act with audacity and move forward with the
people. But errors must first be recognized and corrected; this is a
test of our movement’s strength.

We were correct in our decision to prepare and build the armed
struggle. There is a strategic necessity to build underground
movement, to learn to fight through fighting, to pull forward into the
conflict. There is a need to develop militant action, and from militant
action to develop guerrilla activity. This beginning involved a
confrontation with privilege and inhibition and was impolite, rough,
disruptive and disorderly. It was an essential step forward, and could
not be held back for some "perfect moment." Three of our comrades
gave their lives to begin the armed struggle —Diana Oughton, Teddy
Gold, and Terry Robbins. By March 1970, a base from which to carry
out guerrilla and underground actions had been established.



We were wrong in failing to realize the possibility and strategic
necessity of involving masses of people in anti-imperialist action and
organization. We fixed our vision only on white people’s complicity
with empire, with the silence in the face of escalating terror and
blatant murder of Black revolutionaries. We let go of our identification
with the people —the promise, the yearnings, the defeats.

This error had two consequences. In the course of preparing for
armed struggle in late 1969 we began mistaking friends for enemies.
We applied the strictest standards of willingness to risk everything to
comrades and allies, as well as to the real opportunists who
represented the politics of retreat. We attacked those who could not
come along the whole way, sometimes just because they were not
ready to support everything we said and did. We did not learn from
meaningful criticism from comrades.

We made the mistake of de-emphasizing the importance of mass
work and lost sight of our long-standing commitment to mass
struggle. The militancy and commitment of the Days of Rage and the
initiation of armed actions contributed to and pushed forward mass
struggle: the continuous revolt in the armed forces, the Justice
Department demonstration in November 1969, TDA’s (The Day After
demonstrations), Isle Vista, culminating in Jackson/Kent/Cambodia in
the spring of 1970, conditions were ripe. The mass movement
continued to grow, broaden and escalate at the same time that mass
organizations began to fall apart, waver and dissolve.

Reaffirming the importance of mass movement and political as well
as military struggle, we wrote New Morning in December 1970. But
New Morning gave uncritical support to youth culture and came to
represent a repudiation of revolutionary violence. The Panther 21
wrote a generous and fighting criticism of New Morning from prison,
which warned us against putting down our weapons. They correctly
pointed to the necessity to continue to fight and our need to teach our
people to fight. By failing to answer, we lost an opportunity to engage
in dialogue with these brave and dedicated comrades.



TURNING WEAKNESS INTO STRENGTH

Now the movement is disorganized, divided and defensive, unable to
fulfill the whole potential to learn and to lead. There has been
relatively little organized mass action and relatively great disunity
within our movement in the last three years. In the movement times
are hard. On the other hand, the opportunity for change and
organizing among millions of poor, unemployed and working people,
among women, among youth, is great. The continuing social crises
are accelerating the process of social dislocation, and people are
opening to the possibility of revolutionary consciousness.

Objective; conditions do not produce revolution themselves. In times
of crisis and change people’s fears and discontents and hopes can
be mobilized in different directions —toward opiates of all sorts,
reform, right-wing movements and war. That is why revolutionary
organization, leadership and example are required to call the
discontent into life and action, to seize the time.

There are serious problems and barriers to revolutionary growth now
facing us, which we have to uncover and look in the face. Some are
setbacks inflicted by the state; some are obstacles —weaknesses
and contradictions among us; some are anti-revolutionary currents
and errors within the movement.

OBSTACLES

Anti-organization tendencies. The lack of a national organization,
embracing and based in popular movements, unified around anti-
imperialism is a most severe weakness. A generation of cadre was
built in the struggles of the 60's and early 70’s. People need
organization. Organization unites, gives direction and breadth to
particular political work. The lack of organization affects all other
problems.

It leaves people with no place to go to join the struggle, no way to
connect to something larger than ourselves, no form for struggling



and resolving our other problems. Good local work or work focused
around one single issue suffers from the lack of national, overall
organization.

The failures and the dissolution of previous organizations have
served as an excuse for anti-organizational tendencies: attacking and
undermining all forms of organization. The idea prevails that
organization means giving up individual integrity, or is irretrievably
sexist/male dominated, or is by definition oppressive. Like every other
revolutionary movement on earth, we desperately need good
organizations, strong and healthy, to embody the struggle and direct
our energies like a spear.

Cynicism. The subjective mood of surrender and powerlessness is
expressed in various repudiations of the 60's or turning to idealistic
utopian solutions. Cynicism coincides with extreme individualism,
expects the revolution to somehow be pure, and victories easy. We
also face adversity: some activists feel extremely demoralized, some
feel burned out from the difficulties of revolutionary work. We must
help each other through pain and breakdown, through separation,
loss and death. We must care for the physical and mental health of
the revolutionary community, for those in prison, for the raising of the
children and the sustenance of the older people. At the same time as
we recognize the real difficulties, we nourish our revolutionary spirit,
commit every fiber of our lives to the struggle.

Sexism. The full participation and leadership of women is necessary
for successful and healthy revolution. Revolutionary organizations
must recognize the struggle for women's liberation as a fundamental
political revolution and must repudiate the intolerable backwardness
of all forms of sexism. The development of the independent women's
movement as well as active struggle against the institutions and ideas
of sexism are the basis for insuring that the revolution genuinely
empowers women.

Racism. The left must make clear at every point its unswerving and
militant support for the liberation of Black, Puerto Rican, Chicano,
Native American and all Third World peoples. It must refuse to



compromise this active support for short-term '‘gains/' or to win the
approval of whites we are trying to organize at the workshop, in the
schools or the communities. This is true for the whole movement and
for every individual in the movement. The creation of an anti-racist
white movement is the necessary foundation for the functional unity
of Third World and white enemies of the empire. Anti-racist organizing
and action can create this unity. Where this kind of work has begun, it
should be broadened and extended.

ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ERRORS IN THE
MOVEMENT

There are two currents of thought and activity that conspire to hold
back the power of the movement. They are American exceptionalism
and reformism. These tendencies often unite and reinforce each
other. They are subtly embedded in various tendencies and accepted
truisms in the left, and they are strategically put forward by the enemy
to deflect us. They are both racist in effect.

American exceptionalism is the assumption that for one reason or
another —US "technological superiority," the "post-scarcity economy,"
the "system of democracy," our "advanced consciousness"— our
revolutionary struggle is not subject to the same general conditions
and the same general necessities as others.

It assumes different faces. One is American superiority, a kind of
cultural chauvinism. This is characterized by the acceptance of some
of these positions: that imperialism is something different from and
unnecessary to capitalism, something that happens outside the US,
incidental to the struggle here; US society is stable and even, not
subject to the great dislocations and wrenching changes sweeping
the world; our feminist consciousness is more advanced that that of
women in Third World liberation movements or in Cuba or Vietnam;
our revolution will be a consciousness revolution on the plane of
personal relations and sexuality —we have passed beyond anything
as "old fashioned" as socialism.



Of course there are new conditions and unique aspects to US society.
Our revolution makes its own contributions. But we have to elicit the
class consciousness and struggle out from beneath layers of false
consciousness, resignation and fearfulness. Our women’s movement
is a great new vital movement, but we can also learn much from
women of the Third World about who our enemy is and how to
mobilize to fight him. The repudiation of cultural oppression isn’t
everything, but it does constitute a serious break with the brain-
washing control of empire.

As a people we are saturated with the myth of American superiority.
As a revolutionary people, we must take our place in the human
community resolutely opposed to all expressions of arrogance.

Another form of American exceptionalism is rejecting forms of
struggle for the US which are obviously necessary in other parts of
the world. Some people actually defend the taking up of arms by the
Vietnamese people, the Chilean workers or the Chinese Revolution
—but preserve the territory within US borders from the same laws
and forces which produce, revolution everywhere else. This is half-
hearted internationalism. Colossal arrogance is concealed in the self-
deception that Third World people and socialist countries can and
must do the fighting while we have some kind of free ride, tidy and
constitutional.

Reformism deceives and derails the movement by putting forward the
strategy of "peaceful transition to socialism." It pretends to reassure
the people by spreading pacifist and conciliatory ideas. It sells short
the sacrifices and strivings of the people —disarms them of their
correct understanding of the intractable nature of the enemy and
disarms them of their own power and will to fight and win. Reformism
assumes the essential goodness of US society, in conflict with the
revolutionary view that the system is rotten to the core and must be
overthrown.

Reformism rejects revolutionary violence by treating each new armed
act as if it were a Reichstag fire, an act of provocation, or premature.
Along with denouncing armed struggle comes the exaggerated



emphasis on legality and electoral struggle, or an attempt to influence
power by collaboration with the "best" aspects of the imperialists.
Thus many good struggles which are parallel to and complementary
to militant and armed struggle are instead turned against it, and
posed as an alternative.

Another characteristic of reformism is "mainstreamism" —the attempt
within the left to take on the coloration of the worst aspects of the
mainstream of US society and history so as to be acceptable, and
thereby change things without disturbing people too much. This is an
attempt to slide in under the flag. In the name of becoming integrated
with the US people, this movement abdicates its responsibility to
confront racism and class rule and change it. It becomes corrupt.

SETBACKS INFLICTED BY THE STATE

We are fighting a treacherous and ruthless enemy. The state has
implemented a plan to contain and crush the power of revolution. In
the last period they have inflicted some serious blows which have set
back the struggle.

Counterinsurgency. A major organized attack has been mounted
against Black people and the Black community by Nixon forces. like
US military interventions against Third World peoples, this campaign
of genocide is a measure of the powerful threat to empire posed by
Black people. It has included waves of assassinations of Black
leaders, imprisoning large sectors of the young militant population,
often for life, infiltration and generalized terror. Heroin arid methadone
traffic have been massively directed against Black urban
communities. Part of a generation of Black youth has been lost to
drugs. It was irresponsible of us in 1970 to emphasize only the social
role of consciousness-expanding drugs without making a frontal
assault on the genocidal use of heroin the main thrust of our position
on drugs.

The government has come down hard on the entire Black community:
massive unemployment, schools which cultivate illiteracy among
Black children, cutbacks in funds for the cities which hasten the



collapse of communities through terrible housing and welfare
starvation.

It is impossible to estimate the human cost of the government’s
strategy —the lives of people like Jonathan and George Jackson,

Repression. The nature of Nixon’s extralegal attack on the movement
was spelled out in the j, Edgar Hoover memo of May 1968 and
elaborated by Mitchell and the Justice Department and White House
CIA-types. It is a strategy of infiltration, disruption and selected blows
against anti-war and revolutionary movements and leaders. It did
temporarily succeed in creating a climate of distrust and suspicion on
the left. Its tactics included threats and intimidation, espionage, grand
juries and long trials —and selected murders. The strategy against
the Black movement and the strategy against the anti-war left are
different faces of the same apparatus. Their basic repressive strategy
is to divide, separate out, and make vulnerable —to divide Third
World and white, those in prison from those outside, those in solitary
from those in population, leaders from the grass roots and the
guerrillas from the mass movement.

Organizing a Base for Fascism. In the US this means racism: building
explicitly or thinly-disguised anti-Black and Third World campaigns. To
the extent that they have gone unchallenged by organized
revolutionary forces there have been serious defeats.

The anti-busing movement is a Nixon-special, a tragedy for children
and anti-racist people. The entire elaborate campaign against busing
is promoted to disguise the fact that segregation of schools today is
more intense and extensive than in 1954 when the Supreme Court
ordered it ended. Anti-busing will roil back integration where it has
happened and entrench a segregated school system firmly in the
control of racist white Boards of Education, The campaign is violently
anti-Black, under cover of anti-busing, in Boston 20,000 whites
marched against the busing of children; in Pontiac, Michigan, Ozone
Park and Canarsie, New York, white parents attacked school buses
and threw oil on Black children.



Nixon’s anti-busing campaign goes hand in hand with drastic cuts of
funds for education. Education for Third World children in segregated
schools is colonial-style —Black, Chicane, and Puerto Rican youth
North and South are abused, overcrowded, ignored if quiet and
drugged if not, lost in detention centers and beaten. Anti-busing has a
political meaning which is not at all about whether busing is the best
way to achieve decent education for most children. The real question
is: Who will control the schools ? The design of the state is control of
the child’s education, whether in the integrated or segregated school.
Segregate where you can; track the kids where you must integrate.
While racist control of the schools attempts to prevent the Black child
from succeeding in that dangerous and subversive endeavor:
learning to read.

A similar assault has been mounted against the people on welfare.
women, children and old people. Rockefeller and Reagan have led
special drives to institute photo identity cards, compulsory work



programs, and impossible requirements to drive people off welfare by
every means.

Nixon has twice based his election propaganda on the rallying cry of
law-and-order, This has led to a national reorganization of police
forces, greater police use of advanced counterinsurgency technology
developed for Vietnam, and greater centralization of police forces thru
computers, training and coordinating groups like LEAA.

Anti-crime legislation mobilizes racist fears in the white population. It
has been successful enough to undo many gains of the previous two
decades: to initiate preventive detention, undermine the jury system
and put into effect new mandatory death penalties. Two models are
the special police crackdown unit used in Detroit, called STRESS,
which was responsible for the murder of many Black people; and the
new Rockefeller drug law, which forces legal addiction by giving
people a "choice" between long prison sentences and lifetime parole,
or mandatory methadone maintenance.

If we do not create an anti-racist left, the masses of white people
being bombarded with these measures have little alternative but to
resolve these fears and these conflicts the traditional way —in
complicity with racism.

CONTINUING CRISIS AT HOME

Conditions will not wait for us. With the decline of imperialism the
ability to expand and export basic contradictions becomes less
available to the US rulers and this means continual crisis and
hardship for people here. We are looking at two of these crises to
analyze their origins and their consequences for the imperialists and
for the people.

GOVERNMENTAL CRISIS

In the wake of the US defeat in Vietnam comes an unprecedented
governmental crisis, Watergate is a magnificent victory of the
struggles of the 60’s, a reflection of the war coming home. Crisis



chases crisis as state leaders search for a consolidating strategy. The
turmoil is indicative of serious and fatal weaknesses in the system. It
offers an unparalleled opportunity for revolutionary and popular
movements.

Nixon has been caught with the chicken in his hand. His known
crimes include sabotage of elections, cover-up of the sabotage, land
deals, income tax evasions, tampering with the evidence, giant
swindles and fixes —not to mention his secret wars abroad and at
home, campaigns of race-hatred, the air war against Vietnam. Laos
and Cambodia, and violation of the Ceasefire Agreement.

Nixon’s re-election was a low point. But the unanimity of his election
was momentary and hollow; it began crumbling immediately. The
terror bombing of Hanoi was carried out just before the Paris Peace
Agreement which acknowledged the defeat and j11orkc 1 a major
victory for the Vietnamese people, along the road to independence
and liberation: the assassination of Amilcar Cabral. African liberation
leader and head of the PAJCC was carried out by mercenaries of 1
H-armed Portugal on the eve of the declaration of the independence
of On i ne- tibau. Nixon: ho l h dead I \ powerful and seriously
weakened Eighteen months later he became the symbol of de-
legitimized bourgeois ideology, a two-bit criminal, host to a den of
monopolies and crew-cut thieves.

Aixori has always been a political hauler or counter-revolution and
tighter control of Mir colonies —an executioner of the Kosenbergs,.
the men at Attica, the students at Jaehson and Kent. His national
military alert during the 1973 October War in the Mideast shows the
fantastic lengths to which he will carry the world to the brink of war.
His Christmas bombing of Hanoi was the horrible proof that his
policies are based on terror against the people. His fundamental
program is militarization —that is, enormous technological and
military spending for war and arms abroad and police control at
home.

Watergate is a domestic reflection of the empire in crisis, for
Nixon/Kissinger, political unity in the LS around a program of law and



order for the world was essential in the wake of successful revolution
abroad. There are historical precedents for imperialist repression
(following a revolutionary success:

From the A. V. Post, Wednesday, 6 June 1973:

Radicals were the target. The Attorney General and his agents,
armed with 60,000 dossiers compiled under J. Edgar Hoover,
struck quickly. In 33 cities across the nation, government men
seized more than 4,000 persons, sometimes without the
authority of a court warrant, raided homes, cafes, club rooms and
taverns.

It was January 1920, and many Americans feared for national
security in the wake of the successful Communist revolution in
Russia, the specter of spreading Bolshevism, scattered
bombings in the US and troubling labor strikes.

Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer rode a wave of popular
support with his massive federal arrests of Russian immigrants,
local Communists and other suspected radicals.

In order to make his foreign policy of military terror and détente
effective, and in order to crush rebellion and anger at home, Aixon
created an extra legal force (the plumbers), a counterinsurgent y
program and sabotage operation. He justified these moves on the
basis of national security and domestic subversion -both
cornerstones of Nixon power tor over 2o years. His moves to reassert
control spilled over against substantial elements of the ruling class
and the struggle for bourgeois political power was on. Nixon links with
the giant corporations have been put on the line. This is the rule in
this stage of monopoly capital: the identity of business and
government. Mill for now , Aion V the one, caught in cahoots, on the
defensive.

Every aspect of the prosecution of the Watergate crisis itself remains
in the hands of the ruling class. The Watergate investigations observe
gentlemanly limits: they have never explored Nixon's deliberate



aggression against Black. Chicano and Puerto Rican communities;
they cover for every mention of CIA operations at home. Power in the
US is a white gentleman's club.

Yet the crisis runs away. It has become the political expression of a
process that began in the 60's -the defeat of the myth of American
freedom and democracy. Vietnam is the crime that plagues Nixon,
defines his fall. He is a war criminal. The consequence of Watergate
is a population wary of the hypocritical words of leading politicians,
wise to the bankruptcy of existing society.

THE REAL AND PHONY ENERGY CRISIS

The real energy crisis is the crisis of imperialism. It is seen in a fight
over raw materials and resources, it reflects the crisis in empire:
declining Western control over the economies of the Third World,
increased competition between capitalist countries, and growing
stagnation arising from contradictions within monopoly capitalism
itself. The system is in trouble.

In order to maintain growth and economic dominance. US
corporations and government have followed policies which would
maximize oil company profits overseas; US-based oil companies
provided 60 percent of Europe's oil and 80 percent of Japan's oil,
primarily from wells in the Mideast. That arrangement depended on
continued domination by the US within the capitalist sphere and over
the oil-exporting nations. US imperialism lost world hegemony in
Vietnam. This loss made it impossible for the US to keep dollars
afloat on its own terms, leading to such things as dollar devaluations
and the OPEC embargo. The US oil companies can no longer dictate
the terms under which oil and natural gas w ill he distributed and sold
throughout the non-socialist world.

From these conditions, the ruling class devised the phony energy
crisis as a strategy to recapture as much control and domination as
possible. They deliberately limited refining capacity, and created
artificial shortages prior to the embargo. The largest oil companies



used the suffering of the people to rake in windfall profits. Through
the inevitable crises of capitalism, the giant monopolies grow stronger
and seize greater control of the economy, political life and the means
of destruction. But even as the crisis is engineered, it gets out of hand
and creates new contradictions.

The phony energy crisis was cooked up by the giant monopolies, the
"masters of the oil world" who control the reserves, in addition to
unprecedented price rises, they got a blank check to exploit and
develop highly profitable energy sources: the Alaska pipeline, shale
oil in the Rockies, off-shore drilling rights, strip mining, and
dangerous, leaky nuclear power plants with lethal byproducts. The oil
monopolies have emerged as energy monopolies —with,major
interests in coal, natural gas, shale and nuclear power. Finally, the big
companies have increased their contention with other capitalist rivals
in other countries and their power to eliminate smaller US oil
companies.

It is the people who are paying for these bonanza profits and are
being forced to bear the brunt of the crisis. Although the shortages
were created in corporate board rooms, the crisis has become grimly
real. The people are directly affected in numerous and serious ways.
The lower the income, the greater the impact of energy costs, food
prices, inflation and unemployment. There's always been an energy
crisis for Black people —no heating oil in winter, no transportation to
go to work. Children became sick and died from diseases caused by
cold apartments; last winter a 93-year-old couple froze to death for
lack of heat; millions have been laid off jobs and suffered hardship
from lacking the basic necessities of life.

People know that it is a political crisis "not a natural catastrophe, not
a shortage of fuel, not a technical failure. The socialist nations are not
in an energy crisis —this is a capitalist crisis of profit and power.

At the same time as the US people are urged to turn down their
thermostats, the US 6th and 7th naval fleets alone consume one third
of the Arab oil used by the US. Military consumption of energy is
astronomical; the energy' consumed in the production of atomic



bombs and materials for the stockpile, in our reserves of jet fuel, or in
the flying time of fU32's should he the first to go. Nixon's policy of
Vietnamization depends on substituting energy (fuel for the air war,
the technological battlefield and the Saigon military) for US soldiers.
Over 20,000 barrels of oil per day for military use are supplied to
Thieu by the US.

With 6 percent of the world's population, the US consumes over one
third of the world's energy resources. The corporate myth of limitless
consumption is based on control of Third World resources. The ruling
class encourages wasteful and reckless dependence on
petrochemical products: high horse-powder and excessively heavy
cars, plastics and synthetics and nitrogen fertilizers. The failure to
develop good sources of energy (such as fusion or solar energy) is
not based on priorities for a better life, but on profit.

There are many consequences from the energy crisis:

The ruling class has tried to use it to lay the basis for war in the
Mideast. It is a measure of the strength of the 60's and of the
Third World nations that warmongering in the Mideast is not an
easy out for them.

The oil crisis bodes more of the same for other resources. US
corporations are self-sufficient in only ten of the 36 basic
industrial raw materials. They are a parasite on the Third World,
They will face continuing crises over who is to control and who is
to profit. Common fronts among the raw material producing
countries of the Third World are a great step forward and a
significant challenge to unchecked US domination and plunder.
The power in the unity of the small. The recent U.N. special
session on raw materials drew a sharp picture of the plunder of
the poor countries by imperialism, and the terms of future
struggle. Countries rich in bauxite, copper, iron ore and other
resources are beginning to unite for the protection of their natural
wealth. The people of the Third World are striving to control their
own economies and to make full use of their resources. This is
an upset of US plans for a new stable order.



The ecological devastation wrought by the energy companies is
unparalleled. In Puerto Rico, Indonesia, Angola and Brazil,
multinational corporations seek new sources of energy at the
expense of the sane development of the natural resources or the
wishes of the people. The plunder for sources of power is
emerging as a major threat to the survival of rural areas of this
country and the continued culture and community of people who
live there. The major oil companies are pushing thru contracts to
strip mine coal on the Cheyenne and Crow reservations in
Montana on a scale I hat would forcibly urbanize and transform
the Native American population and denude the landscape. Only
a tiny proportion of the 1.8 million acres of land damaged by
stripping in the West and Appalachia have been reclaimed to any
extent at all. The rape of Hopi and Navajo lands to create giant
power plants in Four Corners, New Mexico, is creating pollution
greater than in Los Angeles. The AFC has pushed thru a
massive program to build 500 to 700 new nuclear power plants in
partnership with corporations like Westinghouse and Rockwell,
These breeder reactors are expensive, dangerous, and deadly to
adjoining waters and communities. They now threaten every
major New England river, the Great. Lakes and the oceans
themselves.

Industry passed on its problems by increasing unemployment,
laying off thousands, and driving up the prices of
everything,Women and Black workers, last hired and first fired,
suffer the most immediately.

These disruptions to an already stagnating economy have resulted in
a serious attack on the basic necessities for masses of people. For
the lives of Third World people, families headed by women, and the
people who are dirt poor, it is violent aggression. Inflation is deadly for
old people, for families on welfare and for the great number of
underemployed. But the crisis cannot be contained among the
dispossessed —it attacks the common family, the working person.

A severe food crisis reflected in the rise of food prices and
massive food shortages is emerging. In the wealthiest country in



the world, there is a cost of living and it is beyond the reach of
millions of people. Inflation and the impact of the energy crisis
will he used to drive up this cost to live, especially food prices.
There has always been starvation and malnutrition for many in
the US "the human consequences of food for profit. As food
prices climb and real incomes decline, broad sectors of the
population are beset by mounting debt, loss of savings, fear for
jobs.

Food production, distribution, and agricultural land have become
concentrated in monopolies (failed agribusiness) since World War II,
with reliance on fertilizers, pesticides, new methods of drying and
storage and mechanization that consume enormous amounts of
energy. Agribusiness rests on the super-exploitation of farm workers
and share-croppers on the one hand, and giant programs of
government subsidies (welfare for the rich) to keep vast stretches of
fertile land deliberately unproductive. This is to keep prices up in the
US. It amounts to government-enforced shortage, malnutrition for
millions of people in the US, hunger and starvation for the world’s
people.

Of all the consequences of the US use of world resources for profit,
the most serious is beginning to come to the fore: a major crisis in the
world food supply. What is experienced here as shortages and high
prices is translated in the Third World as real famine and paralysis of
industrial development. The US with its mechanized agribusiness has
a monopoly on food exporting, and it controls a vast sector of the
food-producing land in the world. A rise in food prices devastates
Third World countries. They must depend on the US for food.
Agricultural land throughout, the Third World is turned into a
plantation system of "cash crops" by imperialism (tobacco, rubber.
coffee, cotton), Two thirds of all the arable land in Latin America is
planted with non-nutritious cash crops — wealth for the colonizers,
not food for the people. South Vietnam, once the rice bowl of
Southeast Asia, is now forced to import "miracle" rice from the US.
Imperialism's irrational use of agricultural resources to produce vast
quantities of meat to feed some of the US population means that the



amount of protein wasted by US agriculture is comparable to the
protein deficiency of the rest of the world.

Starvation, hunger and food shortages will unleash and sharpen all
the basic contradictions. The imperialists will respond with solutions
like population control, war, and greater monopoly power. Hut hunger
is too stark and the conflict irreconcilable. This contradiction could
well define the coming period.

Without mass struggle there can be no revolution. Without armed
struggle there can be no victory.

Denunciations of the struggles of the sixties as a failure do the
enemy’s work. These surrenders are a live burial of our people’s
great moments, and weaken the future by poisoning the lessons
of the past.

As a people we are saturated with the myth of American
superiority. As a revolutionary people, we must take our place in
the human community resolutely opposed to all expressions of
arrogance.

Starvation. hunger and food shortages will unleash and sharpen
all the basic contradictions.

To say that US imperialism is on the defensive docs not mean it
is toothless nor that its overthrow will come fast or simply. Ill its
decline imperialism is extremely cruel and si will use every
weapon it has to deceive, divide, starve, torture and murder
those who attack it. But its eventual overthrow is inevitable.



WHAT WE THINK

Our method in dialectical materialism. To plan our strategy, make an
analysis of the conflicting forces, the underlying contradictions of our
time, and how we are developing.

This paper is optimistic. That is because we are conscious that the
most aggressive and predatory imperialism that ever existed has
been
defeated by the Vietnamese people. This unique and amazing
period of
history is the era of US imperial crisis and decline. Today
over a million
people organize their lives around socialism; today
thousands of guerrillas
and millions of people in over sixty countries
are engaged in active struggle
against US imperialism. Independence
movements, wars of national
liberation, and revolutionary movements



within the US are engaged in the
deci"ivc weakening of the empire. It
is now being turned back by the people
it has robbed and plundered.
US imperialism has had its setbacks, stalemates and defeats before,
but never one so decisive as in Vietnam. The Vietnamese met and
turned
back the full force of US technological and military might, and
ended the era
of world hegemony for the US. Vietnam is a watershed
in the decline of
imperialism, it is the defining event of our time.
US
Imperialism has dug its claws deepest into the oppressed and
colonized nations, and it is these nations who are now the organized,
leading
the spear point in the common struggle against imperialism.
The imposition of
foreign rule and foreign exploitation has created the
conditions which gave
birth to movements for national liberation -the
seeds of imperialism's
destruction.

These movements have grown and multiplied. Revolutionary leaders
have emerged from the Third World, forged in people's war and in the
building of socialism, because the US is so dependent on its colonies
the super-exploitation of the "Third World," national liberation both
here and abroad is a knife to the strategic underbelly of the monster.

To say that US imperialism is on the defensive does not mean it is
toothless nor that its overthrow will come last or simply. In its decline
imperialism is extremely cruel and it will use every weapon it has to
deceive, divide, starve, torture and murder those who attack it. But its
eventual overthrow is inevitable.

As colonized nations liberate themselves, imperialism's ability to
maintain a stable economy and ideological hegemony over its own
people crumbles. The decline of imperialism produces continuing
crises inside the US: Watergate, energy crisis, unemployment. The
traditional outlets for domestic crisis and conflict - the export of
contradictions, racism, wrarhave become less workable. It is certain
that another crisis will follow the last, that unpredictable crises will
color the future. Each separate crisis is temporary and able to be
rationalized in the short run; but the overall crisis and decline of
imperialism is permanent and ongoing.



The crises related to imperial decline create great possibilities for a
leap in revolutionary consciousness.

Throughout its history, the rulers of the l;S have maintained their
power by creating privileged sectors among the people and letting us
fight over the privileges. In this, their main weapon is white
supremacy. Now great fissures have appeared. The wealth of the
world is no longer completely at the disposal of the US, Imperialism is
faced with the necessity to militarize and increase its control over US
society, especially the dissident and rebellious sectors.

The empire feeds on war. War is necessary for expansion and
colonial control, but unsuccessful and unjust war loosens the
imperialist’s hold over the home base. As peoples reclaim their lands
and their resources, imperialism is forced to extract more wealth from
everywhere it can - where it still can reach in the Third World, from its
capitalist allies and competitors, and from the US people.

This is the increasing trend of the TOT: the trend of crisis and
depression. Our job is to tap the discontent seething in many sectors
of the population, to find allies everywhere people are hungry or
angry, to mobilize poor and working people against imperialism. In
this process the people will continue to generate new culture and new
forms for the struggle to fit our particular conditions and time. There
are beautiful developments, like the rising of women against the
oppression of male supremacy, and the struggle of young people
against alienation and oppression, which are full of revolutionary
possibilities. We are not alone. The struggles for national liberation
are the lifeblood of our own; their battles are the front line against our
common enemy.

We have an urgent responsibility: to destroy imperialism from within
in order to help free the world and ourselves from its grasp. Without
underestimating the difficulties, this is our position of strength. We
use all the weapons available to us. This necessarily includes mass
militant action and guerrilla action to lay the foundation for the
decisive armed struggle.



This paper is a strategy for revolutionary anti-imperialism. Anti-
imperialism defines our struggle and direction, helps us correctly
identify our enemy and our friends, and is the necessary basis for
advancing our movement. The strategic weak point of empire today is
its hold of its external and internal colonies, and it is there that
imperialism receives the heaviest blows.

Our final goal is the destruction of imperialism, the seizure of power,
and the creation of socialism. Our strategy for this stage of the
struggle is to organize the oppressed people of the imperial nation
itself to join with the colonies in the attack on imperialism. This
process of attacking and weakening imperialism involves the defeat
of all kinds of national chauvinism and arrogance; this is a
precondition to our fight for socialism.

The Vietnamese struggle provides a strategic model: as the anti-
colonial liberation movement advanced, contradictions within the US
heightened, creating more favorable conditions for revolutionary
organizing and action —we organized our people and our movement
advanced; as anti-imperialist movement gathered strength and
moved forward, this aided the Vietnamese who dealt a decisive blow
to US imperialism.

Revolution is a dialectical process of destruction and creation. In the
US, revolution is intimately bound to the process of defeating
imperialism around the world. Any conception of socialism defined in
national terms, within so extreme and predatory an oppressor nation
as the US, is a view that leads in practice to a fight for particular
privileged interest and is a very dangerous ideology. Active combat
against empire is the only foundation for socialist revolution in the
oppressor nation.

Socialism is the total opposite of capitalism/imperialism. It is the
rejection of empire and white supremacy. Socialism is the violent
overthrow of the bourgeoisie, the establishment of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, and the eradication of the social system based on
profit. Socialism means control of the productive forces for the good
of the whole community instead of the few who live on hilltops and in



mansions. Socialism means priorities based on human need instead
of corporate greed. Socialism creates the conditions for a decent and
creative quality of life for all.

After a long struggle, power will he in the hands of the people.
Society will have to be reorganized, toward the integration of each
with the whole, where people can realize themselves in peace and
freedom. There will be rebuilding to do, hut the tremendous power of
creative human energy —revealed now in flashes of liberated space
and in struggle— will be freed to fulfill its potential. Freed from the
constrictions, prejudices and fearful anxieties of imperialist society,
people can be better. Our values are collective and communal. Birth
and death will be celebrated with dignity: old people will have respect,
children will have rights. With the elimination of waste from our
society, all the people can eat healthy food. The cities can be real
human gardens. We will have to rebuild them, reclaim I lie rivers and
forests, and the dying species. Wielded in the interest of everyone,
technology can serve us; no labor need be unproductive. Our art,
music, poetry, theater will interpret and awaken the relationship of
ourselves to the World forces, acting on each other. Our culture will
be insurgent, celebrate people's victories and record the history of the
struggle. We will support those who are still fighting and continue
fighting ourselves. We will awaken our sense of being part of a world
community.







 

II. VIETNAM
 

 

 












































































































































































































































































































































































































